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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

AND 

STATEMENT OF RELATEDNESS 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants wish to draw the attention of the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office to the references cited on the accompanying form PTO/SB/8A. In 
accordance with 1273 Off. Gaz. Pat. Off. 1, 8/5/2003, no copies of U.S. patents and U.S. 
published applications are enclosed. 

Further, this application is a continuation of the following related U.S. Application - 
Serial No. 09/028,083, filed February 23, 1998 (now Patent No. 6,696,545 Bl), which is a 
continuation-in-part of the following related U.S. Application - Serial No. 08/838,916, filed 
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Serial No. 10/780,321 

Filing Date: February 1 7, 2004 



April 11, 1997 (pending), upon which the instant application relies for its priority date. Since 
copies of these references were provided either by Applicants or the Examiner, in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), no copies of these references are enclosed. 

Further, in satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and as required 
by M.P.E.P. § 2001.06(b), Applicant notes that the present application is related to the following 
pending patent application: 

1. U.S.S.N. 08/838,916, filed April 11, 1997. 

None of the foregoing references are believed to disclose the invention as claimed. 
Nothing herein shall constitute an admission concerning the contents of any of the cited 
references, nor shall the inclusion of a reference herein be considered an admission that the 
reference constitutes prior art against the invention claimed in the above-identified application. 

j 

Submission of the present document shall not be construed as an admission that a search has 
been made or that better art does not exist. 

As far as is known to the undersigned, this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed within three months of the filing date of a national application, within three months of the 
date of entry of the national state in an international application, or before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), and therefore no fee is 
required. 
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Serial No. 10/780,321 

Filing Date: February 17, 2004 

While no fee is believed to be due, if this belief is in error the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any additional fees, including extension fees or other relief which may be 
required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2319 (Our Order No. 465840- 
00087 [A-64360-2/TAL/NHT]). 



Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Intellectual Property Department 
Four Embarcadero Center, Suite 3400 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 1 -41 87 
Telephone: (415)781-1989 
Facsimile: (415)398-3249 

Attachments : Form PTO/SB/8A, Substitute for form 1449 
Return Postcard 



Respectfully submitted, 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
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ff$T \ Substitute PT0/SB/8A (08-00) 

^ w i Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

/ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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